
Welcome to Cat On A Hot Tin Roof 

We are so thrilled to have you with us on this journey. Having local children taking part in the English 

Touring Theatre tour of Cat On A Hot Tin Roof in their local theatre is a wonderful opportunity to 

introduce them to performing and we thank you for helping make it happen. 

We have been so motivated by your talent, enthusiasm and commitment, and we cannot 

wait to get started on an experience we hope will be memorable and fun for you. 

 

Inside this pack you should find everything you need to know about the rehearsal process, practical 

information about English Touring Theatre and MAST, Mayflower Studios and our Company 

Agreement.  

If you need any further information, have any concerns or want to discuss anything in more detail 

please contact Bella Rodrigues, Producer, on brodrigues@ett.org.uk  

The CAT Team  

 

 

 

 

 

Anthony Almeida – Director                              Jennifer Baker – Assistant Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Helen Gaynor – Company Stage Manager    Zoe Leonard – Assistant Stage Manager 

 

 

Emma Hamlin – Wardrobe Supervisor 
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Denise Smith – Children’s Administrator   Megan Cronin – ETT Safeguarding Officer 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Bella Rodrigues – Producer    Ben Quashie – Assistant Producer 
 

In addition to the Assistant Director, Jennifer Baker, who will run rehearsals, you will meet 

members of the MAST, Mayflower Studios team. They will sign participants in and out of pre-week 

rehearsals. 

You will also come into contact with Emma Hamlin who is the Wardrobe Supervisor who will be 

showing you your costumes, taking your measurements and doing the costume fittings. 

Denise Smith, Children’s Administrator, will be contacting you to gather some documents needed 

for the performing license application and she will liaise with you throughout the rehearsals and 

performances.  

Helen Gaynor, Company Stage Manager, will be in touch regularly to let you know what day and 

time you need to arrive at the venue. She also makes sure the performances run on time and 

smoothly. Zoe Leonard, Assistant Stage Manager, will be someone you see a lot back stage who will 

help you during performances. 

The registered chaperones, Sandy and Jackie, will also be available on the phone for calls or texts on 

the dedicated CAT mobile number before each rehearsal and show call. Remember to include your 

full name if you message us.  

You can also email the ETT team, Bella Rodrigues (brodrigues@ett.org.uk) or Ben Quashie  

(bquashie@ett.org.uk). We’d love to know how you are getting on and will be able to answer any 

questions we may have forgotten about. 
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About English Touring Theatre (ETT) 

ETT (English Touring Theatre) are a UK based international touring company which creates 

productions of outstanding quality, imagination and ambition; work which interrogates and 

celebrates contemporary England and reflects the diversity of our nation. ETT make theatre and 

digital work that is imaginative, responsive and alive: sparking dialogue and fostering connectivity. 

We are proud to tour shows that reach the widest possible range of audiences across the UK and 

beyond, engaging in a national and global conversation. ETT won the UK Theatre Awards Best 

Touring Production in 2014, 2015, 2016 and Best Play Revival in 2019. 

 

About MAST, Mayflower Studios  

MAST, Mayflower Studios is a multi-art form cultural hub presenting and producing theatre, dance, 

musicals, music, comedy, circus, cabaret, spoken word, visual arts and family shows.  

We are community-led, with engagement and consultation at the heart of everything we do.  

We work with the best touring companies and local artists to present a diverse, vibrant, high-quality 

artistic programme, alongside our own MAST productions and co-productions.  

Our Community and outreach programme - Engage - works throughout the community giving 

opportunities to take part and developing both future audiences and future theatre makers. This 

work leads into our Artist Development programme. 

 

Information about the Rehearsal Days 

Where to go: 

You will be rehearsing in the Main Hall of Richard Taunton Sixth Form College, Hill Lane, 

Southampton, Hampshire, SO15 5RL 

 

Rehearsal Dates: 

Thursday 21st October, 4.30pm-7pm 

Friday 22nd October, 4.30pm-7pm 

Saturday 23rd October, 10.30am-12.30pm 



Arrival and departure: Please arrive ready to start at the time on your schedule. This means arriving 

15 minutes beforehand to go to the toilet, take your coat off, say hello to people and have a drink of 

water.  You will be met by a member of the MAST, Mayflower Studios team and signed in on a 

register. 

The chaperones will then show you to your rehearsal room. You will always be chaperoned around 

the building and taken where you need to be. 

When you leave please sign out on the CAT register again where you came in. 

All children will need to be released to their parent. We cannot let any child leave the venue 

alone. 

 

What to wear to rehearsals: Wear clothes and shoes you can move in easily and that don’t make 

you feel too hot, but we’re sure you can still do great work if you have to come straight from school 

and don’t have time to change. 

Learning: Most of your learning of actions and speaking will take place during rehearsals with the 

Assistant Director. It’s a great idea to practice your parts at home to show your family what you have 

been busy learning in rehearsals. All the children will rehearse together. 

Breaks: You will be told at the start of each rehearsal when your breaks will be, where you will be 

able to eat and drink, and make phone-calls. We ask everyone to not make calls or eat during 

rehearsals. If there is a reason you need to eat during rehearsals or have your phone on please let a 

member of the CAT team know in advance. 

Food and drink: We will provide snacks and refreshments for every rehearsal or performance that 

goes over a mealtime. There will be vegetarian and vegan options and we will make sure we cater to 

all dietary requirements. You will also be given biscuits and water in the breaks. If you want to bring 

your water bottle with you to the rehearsal room that is fine.  

 

PLEASE NOTE There might be members of our cast with potentially fatal food allergies. For this 

reason you must not share food you’ve brought from home. 

Attendance: Please make sure you are on time for rehearsals and attend when you have said you  

will. We can work around pre-agreed absences but it is very hard to rehearse if there are  

unexpected absences. In the case of unforeseen illness, travel disruption or emergency – which we  

understand happens – please call the CAT team on the dedicated CAT mobile number as soon as 

possible. 

 

Looking After Yourself 

We are a cast of varying ages and backgrounds so it is really important that we all take care of 

ourselves and each other. This means respecting people’s emotional and physical boundaries, and 

looking out for one another. If you have any concerns, either for yourself or another cast member,  

please talk to a member of the CAT team at the venue or email Bella on brodrigues@ett.org.uk  

 

Protecting your voice and body: If you are involved in talking and movement then do make sure you 

follow any warm-ups and warm-downs you are taught so you don’t hurt yourself. 
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Protecting yourself: You need to drink plenty of water and get enough sleep to have the energy to 

rehearse and perform. It’s also important to make sure you spend time doing your favourite things 

at home. If you feel stressed or anxious please talk to a member of the CAT team. 

Talking: If you need to talk something through about the show because you are feeling unsure about 

something, or because something happened during your day that you would like to shake off before 

rehearsals, just find one of the CAT team. We can find a quiet space for you to take time out for a bit 

or relax. 

Feeling unwell during rehearsals or performances: There are lots of qualified first aiders in the 

theatre and you should let one of the CAT team know as soon as possible. Don’t try to be brave and 

carry on regardless. Your health and well-being is important to us. 

Health and Safety 

Child Protection: All children under 18 will be chaperoned at all times by a registered chaperone 

that will be provided by ETT. It is the chaperone’s responsibility to make sure the children are where 

they need to be and are released to an appropriate responsible adult at the end of rehearsals and 

shows.  

If you are an adult who is concerned about a child you can also contact Megan Cronin, ETT 

Safeguarding Officer, on mcronin@ett.org.uk or Bella Rodrigues, Producer, on 

brodrigues@ett.org.uk .  Your concerns will be treated with the strictest confidence and only 

disclosed if we feel they put you or the child concerned at risk. 

Emergencies: At your first rehearsal in the building you will be briefed on health and safety and 

shown what to do in the case of fire evacuation or other emergency. Staff from the venue will be 

responsible for showing you where to go in an emergency. 

Covid-19:  
SOCIAL DISTANCING and MASK WEARING 
Social distancing and mask wearing will continue to be followed where appropriate.  

This will not be a socially distanced production. However, we ask that a minimum 1m  

distance is maintained wherever possible outside of rehearsals. 

As a general rule, please wear face coverings at all times when inside the venue, except when 

rehearsing, performing or eating. If you are not rehearsing but are in the rehearsal room, please 

wear a face covering unless you are exempt. 

HAND CLEANING and SANITISING 

Please continue to wash your hands regularly. Where washing cannot be carried out then sanitiser  

should be used.  

SHARED PROPS AND FURNITURE 

Props and furniture will be shared in the rehearsal room and in performance, but will be regularly 

cleaned when shared between company members. We will work together and take joint 

responsibility for this, led by the stage management team.  
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Information about the Performance Week 

Where to go: 

You will be performing in Studio 1 at MAST, Mayflower Studios, 142 - 144 Above Bar Street, 

Southampton, Hampshire, SO14 7DU 

 

Call Times:  

This is the time you need to arrive at the theatre for each show. It will usually be either 60 or 90 

minutes before the start time of the technical rehearsal and performances to give you time to relax, 

have a snack and prepare for the show; 

e.g. if 90 mins - 6pm for a 7.30pm show or 12.30pm for a 2pm show. 

The Stage Manager will send out a confirmation of the call time to let you know. 

When you arrive you will go to the theatre foyer to sign in to the CAT register and where you will be 

met by two chaperones. You will need to be collected by a parent from the same place after the 

performance and sign out – usually about 15 minutes after show has finished. 

 
Costume and fittings: 

These will take place at MAST, Mayflower Studios on Mon 25 Oct, 4.30pm - 7.30pm which is the day 

before your first performance.  

You will be given a 15 minute appointment when the Wardrobe Supervisor will show you your 

costume, take your measurements and check it all fits. 

We will tell you what to wear on the day of your costume fitting to make it easy and comfortable. 

You will be measured individually and fittings will always take place in the presence of a licenced 

chaperone. The Wardrobe Supervisor will respect your physical boundaries but they will need to 

touch you in order to measure and fit properly. Please make sure you wear clean clothes and 

underclothes for the fittings.  

Parents will be required to stay on-site for the fittings. 

 

On-Stage technical rehearsal for ALL CHILDREN on Tues 26 Oct, from 2pm – 5.30pm 

This will be the first time you have a chance of meeting the rest of the cast, production staff and 

getting on stage to practice what you’ve been learning in your rehearsals with lighting and sound. 

There will be lots of people about and it can be very exciting, but it can also mean sitting around 

waiting for your turn so you also need to be patient. 

 



Performances: 

There will be two groups of 5 children on the production and you will take turns doing shows so that 

no one gets too tired. One group will be called Tennessee and the other group will be called 

Williams. We will send you a schedule to show you which group you are in and which days and times 

you will be performing.  

 

Press, marketing, photos and social media 

We will take a photo of you with the rest of the cast which you will be able to keep as a souvenir. 

 

We may take photos of you in rehearsals or in the show to use for Press, marketing and social media 

and ask you to complete the consent form at the end of the Company Agreement. 

 

We ask that you do not put any pictures of rehearsals, costumes or set online so that we can manage 

what is communicated to our audiences. 

 

 

Company principles and values 

These principles relate to all cast members, creative team, chaperones, parents and production 

team members. We all want to work together to make sure everyone has a great time on the show. 

 

We all come from different backgrounds and have different experiences and we will do our best to 

understand, respect and learn from each other’s diversity. 

 

In addition we make these promises to one another: 

Every single person is as important as every other and should be able to work in a safe space. 

We will be respectful and understanding of the range of ages, backgrounds and differing needs in 

our company.  

We will make sure we act appropriately and use age-appropriate language at all times. 

We will be brave, listen, try new ideas and work hard. 

We will each take responsibility for our role within the company. 

 


